EACLIPSE TEL MEETING ON 15TH FEB 2008
Selection of Study Site
We agree with the suggested sites and think that transects running from high to low rainfall parts of each site may meet our objectives well. Since we are interested in savanna landscapes, we shall not concentrate on high rainfall areas but will instead focus on pastoral and cropping activities within the selected landscapes.

Schedule of field work –The schedule for field sampling will depend on the outcome of Anan’s negotiations and when ILRI lifts the current ban on field work.

Required Data
Note that similar datasets are required for Kenya and Tanzania to be able to make reliable comparisons. Lists of the datasets will be shared between Kenyan, Tanzanian and USA teams. The protocol for fieldwork will also be shared among all teams and should ideally be similar between Kenya and Tanzania to enable comparisons.

Linzi is compiling datasets downloaded in the US and will send them around. She’ll put the data in one location where it can be accessed by all. Rainfall data available in US include that for Wajir and Embu meteorological stations.

We will first find out the available daily rainfall, temperature and other climatic data for the selected sites from the Meteorological department stations and other weather recording stations and how much it will cost to acquire these data in digital format. We will then compile daily rainfall data as well as data on other climatic variables such as minimum and maximum temperature available from the meteorological stations and /or other stations in the vicinity of the study sites including Isiolo, Nanyuki, Amboseli and so on. My prior experience is that climatic data can be very expensive if purchased from the Kenya Meteorological Department by organizations such as ILRI, we might want to approach the Met Department through a student to obtain the data at student rates. This will make the data several orders of magnitude cheaper than otherwise. We will explore this option and share with everyone whatever we find. 
Elevation data at 90 m resolution for modelling influences of topography and aspect on rainfall, etc.
Rivers at 1:1,000,000 are available at the national level but 1:250000 data can be requested for each site.
Roads & settlements

Max & min Temperature

Mara vegetation data for1989 – 2003: Qi pointed out that multiple plots per pixel are required in order to be representative of the pixel and be comparable pixel by pixel with the satellite image. This applies to all sites.

Mara Rainfall data for 1989-2003, could be used to verify outputs of rainfall simulators. 

NDVI for the two sites since 1982 

Department of Resource Surveys and Remote Sensing (DRSRS) data on tree cover and shrub cover. 
Livestock population surveys for the two sites from DRSRS and TAWIRI

Human population data for each site from the Central Bureau of Statistics 

Socio-economic data including national poverty rates for 1999 and 2007 available from the Central Bureau of Statistics. 

GTZ and Africover data

Hydrologic data including rates of stream flow will be checked from the ministry of water and other locations
Tasks: 

1. Mohammed Said:  to obtain GTZ, Africover, NDVI & DSRS vegetation data and DRSRS livestock data and look at the sampling protocol available for Laikipia (may be available in published work e.g. Gufu).

2. Simon Mugatha: to compile vegetation and other data available for the selected sites and store them in a central location where they are accessible to all in the project. The data should be organized in a logical framework and accompanied by adequate metadata

3. Joseph Ogutu: to collate vegetation data collection protocol for Mara and elsewhere and circulate and work with Joseph Kamiti to ensure that the electronic and field records of Mara vegetation data match. Kamiti started work on this on 18/02/2008.

4. Qi:  to circulate the protocol for Arizona

5. Jennifer Olson: to contact Gufu on data for Northern Kenya including Moyale etc. and find out what he is willing to share and how and when he may be able to contribute to organizing fieldwork in order to tap his vast experience in the Northern Kenya Site.

Jenny will also travel to Dar en route to Nairobi on the 5th of March. While in Dar at IRA, she’ll ask Prof Yanda where the transects for the Tz site will be located, considering they already have some existing data.

6. Joe, Mo, Simon and Maitima to find out available climate data from the Kenya Meteorological department as well as look for the other data in Kenya.
